NOTE                                            xi
to a page of print in my native tongue, have lent a new uncouthness. Sed non tioUs,
I note again, that among our new dialecticians, the local habitat of every dialect is given to the square mile, I could not emulate this nicety if I desired; for I simply wrote my Scots as well as 1 was able, not caring if it hailed from Lauderdale or Angus, from the Mearns or Galloway; if I had ever heard a good word, 1 used it without shame ; and when Scots was lacking, or the rhyme jibbed, I was glad (like my betters) to fall back on English. For all that, I own to a friendly feeling for the tongtlb of Fcrgusson and of Sir Walter, both Edinburgh men ; and 1 confess that Burns has always sounded in my ear like something partly foreign. And indeed 1 am from the Lothians myself; it is there 1 heard the                spoken about my childhood; and It is in the
drawling fxrthian voice that I repeat it to myself* Let the precisians call my speech that of the Ix>thian#. And if it be not pure, alas! what matters it ? The day draws near when this illustrious and malleable tongue shall IKS quite forgotten 5 and Btmufc Ayrshire, and Dr. MacDonald'fi Aberdeen-awa',